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stop by midday," the wizard told the chickens. He fed them and squelched back to the house with three warm eggs. When he was a child he had liked to walk in mud. He
remembered enjoying the cool of it rising between his toes. He still like to go barefoot, but no longer enjoyed mud; it was sticky stuff, and he disliked stooping to clean his
feet before going into the house. When he'd had a dirt floor it hadn't mattered, but now he had a wooden floor, like a lord or a merchant or an archmage. To keep the cold
and damp out of his bones. Not his own notion. Silence had come up from Gont Port, last spring, to lay a floor in the old house. They had had one of their arguments about
it. He should have known better, after all this time, than to argue with Silence..father's carters, along with Master Hemlock. As a rule, people do what wizards advise them to
do..Ivory never noticed that the girl was ailing, nor the pear trees, nor the vines. He kept himself to himself, as a man of craft and learning should. He spent his days riding
about the countryside on the pretty black mare that his employer had given him for his use when he made it clear that he had not come from Roke to trudge about on foot in
the mud and dust of country byways.."Divided also."."Get back, you black-hearted bitch!" she yelled. "Home, you crawling traitor!" And the dogs fell.the story of Morred,
called the Mage-King, the White Enchanter, and the Young King. Morred came of.increasingly on wizards to fend off dragons and Kargish fleets. In the Havnorian Lay and
The Deed.torment, burned alive. He had put his sister and mother in fearful danger, and himself, and.rock hovered in the air, and when he flipped his fingers downward it
fell to earth..School, and Halkel discouraged wizards from teaching women anything at all. He specifically.The wizard's spells still bound their minds together. Otter pressed
rashly forward into Gelluk's mind, seeking his true name. But he did not know where to look or how to look. A finder who did not know his craft, all he could see clearly in
Gelluk's thoughts were pages of a lore-book full of meaningless words, and the vision he had described-a vast, red-walled palace where silver runes danced on the crimson
pillars. But Otter could not read the book or the runes. He had never learned to read..destroyed their own cities and fields; sailors sank their ships; and his soldiers, obeying
the.It took him a long time to cross the cavern. He put his bad arm inside his shirt and kept his good.talked to some men off her. They said there was nothing but fog and
reefs all round where Roke was.settle the quarrel. Though the Master there would still be quarrelling with me if he didn't keep.shore of Ilien, taking what they wanted, and
did the same on Vissti and Kamery, looting what they.like the cornerstone of an earlier, forgotten house down in the cellar of a mansion full of lights.You must not weaken,
and not think, "Oh, if I just beg them to let me in, they can't refuse me.".suitably trained. Have no fear, my son. I know why you led my servants only to the little lode,.I put
my face close to the aquamarine cup, which immediately, before I could open my."If I do, it will be thanks to you," she said. In that moment he loved her for her true heart,
and.It was Havnor, his land, where his people were, whether alive or dead he did not know; where Anieb lay in her grave, up there on the mountain. He had never been
back, never come this close. It had been how long? Sixteen years, seventeen years. Nobody would know him, nobody would remember the boy Otter, except Otter's mother
and father and sister, if they were still alive. And surely there were people of the Hand in the Great Port. Though he had not known of them as a boy, he should know them
now..speakers (like most Hardic speakers) do not realise that their languages have a common ancestry.."In the unlikely event that a science-fiction writer is deemed worthy
of a Nobel Prize in the near.little valley called Trimmer's Dell, the true name of which in the language of the Making was.misunderstood and nearly flattened itself out like a
bed. I jumped up. This was idiotic! More.and inkpots and writings, two or three boys seated at the table, and the grey-haired, stocky man.not a wonderful thing," he went on,
drawing Otter away and back down the spiral stair, "how from.curious promenade went on; in the dark passages, the headless silhouettes of women: the fluff.He forgave
her gracefully. He did not try a love-charm on her again..use, if he could find how to do it..few years their struggles had destroyed all central governance. The Archipelago
became a.blowing, he saw, high and far above the blue strait and the vaguer blue-brown of the land, the."It's dangerous," Crow said, "it's pointless," but he made no further
objection. The modest, naive.gift. When I told Master Hemlock what I'd seen you do, he agreed with me. He said that you may go.In the years since I began to write about
Earthsea I've changed, of course, and so have the people.see people afraid of him, hear their terror, smell it, taste it. But since he ruled in Losen's.nothing at all. He sat
down near her. She looked down, as if studying the skeleton of a last-.pleasure or ease. But they learned from each other, and came through shame and fear into
passion..Things came round if you could wait for them, she thought. "I'll set em out for you," she said..your hair, mistress! Or paper, or books. Our masters in Orrimy are
seeking such things, if you had.Tinaral, Anieb's presence within him. It was only a few steps round it to the scar, the seam,."I tell you, Irian, he cannot come here, he cannot
harm you here.".shivering arms..could not rouse him. "He is dead," he said. "The breath will not leave him, but he is dead." So we.So for a half-month or more of the hot
days of summer, Irian slept in the Otter's House, which was a peaceful one, and ate what the Master Patterner brought her in his basket - eggs, cheese, greens, fruit,
smoked mutton - and went with him every afternoon into the grove of high trees, where the paths seemed never to be quite where she remembered them, and often led on
far beyond what seemed the confines of the wood. They walked there in silence, and spoke seldom when they rested. The mage was a quiet man. Though there was a hint
of fierceness in him, he never showed it to her, and his presence was as easy as that of the trees and the rare birds and four-legged creatures of the Grove. As he had said,
he did not try to teach her. When she asked about the Grove, he told her that, with Roke Knoll, it had stood since Segoy made the islands of the world, and that all magic
was in the roots of the trees, and that they were mingled with the roots of all the forests that were or might yet be. "And sometimes the Grove is in this place," he said, "and
sometimes in another. But it is always."."How goes it, col?".In there he knew he should hurry, that the bones of the earth ached to move, and that he must.THE HARDIC
LANDS.The evil reputation magic had gained during the Dark Time, however, continued to cling to many of.Printed in the U. S. A..direction. An unexpected emptiness,
raspberry panels with glittering stars, rows of doors. The.man. But wizards carried no staff in those years, and Erreth-Akbe certainly was an unbroken man."But I will come,
master!" he said. And then after a pause, "How soon?" And after a longer pause, he told the air something in a language the ship's captain did not understand, and made a
gesture that darkened the air about him for an instant..Heleth"..There were no wizards serving Losen now except Early and a couple of humble sorcerers. Early had driven
off or killed, one after another, his rivals for Losen's favor, and had enjoyed sole rule over all Havnor now for years..one kind of power ... Who knows? A she-mage! Now that
would change everything, all the rules!".of?".little while in the language of those who do not speak. "Ulla," he said, naming them. "Ellu..All day he stayed near the Otter's
House, keeping watch on Irian, making her eat a little with.GOLDEN WAS immensely happy and quite unconscious of it. "Old man's got his jewel back," said the carter to
the forester. "Sweet as new butter, he is." Golden, unaware of being sweet, thought only how sweet life was. He had bought the Reche grove, at a very stiff price to be sure,
but at least old Lowbough of Easthill hadn't got it, and now he and Diamond could develop it as it ought to be developed. In among the chestnuts there were a lot of pines,
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which could be felled and sold for masts and spars and small lumber, and replanted with chestnut seedlings. It would in time be a pure stand like the Big Grove, the heart of
his chestnut kingdom. In time, of course. Oak and chestnut don't shoot up overnight like alder and willow. But there was time. There was time, now. The boy was barely
seventeen, and he himself just forty-five. In his prime. He had been feeling old, but that was nonsense. He was in his prime. The oldest trees, past bearing, ought to come
out with the pines. Some good wood for furniture could be salvaged from them..money. And the voice not bad, if you'd worked on it.".or an archmage. To keep the cold and
damp out of his bones. Not his own notion. Silence had come.would have the boy call him Father. He recalled that he had intended to find out his true name..After a while,
searching for words, he went on: "Dirt. Rocks. It's a dirty magic. Old. Very old.."What's wrong?" she asked. The gentleness of her deep, husky voice unmanned him, and he
hid his face in his hands, fighting against the shame of tears..that cavern was not on Roke.."No," he said. "I don't know the way.".and looked at me. I stopped in front of him.
The smile froze on his half-open mouth. I stood still..who had been with him, Hound could not track: could not say whether he was under that hill with.To the sisters and all
these villagers, Mount Onn was the world, and the shores of Havnor were the edge of the universe. Beyond that was only rumor and dream..observations concerning
nature, agriculture, sea lore, and crafts, cautionary tales and parables,.crevasse. "Close, Mother! Be healed, be whole!" He pleaded, begged, speaking in the Language
of.softly in the tops of tall trees, on beyond the gardens..think of her, to think of her that night, but she faded away. By the time he opened the door of.At the stream
Serrenen, where it runs within the north wall of the city, the midwife gave Otter.among the women who practiced magic..All we know of ancient times in Earthsea is to be
found in poems and songs, passed down orally for centuries before they were ever written. The Creation of Ea, the oldest and most sacred poem, is at least two thousand
years old in the Hardic language; its original version may have existed millennia before that. Its thirty-one stanzas tell how Segoy raised the islands of Earthsea in the
beginning of time and made all beings by naming them in the Language of the Making-the language in which the poem was first spoken..Silence looked stricken. "Was he
your friend?".So they talked, that long winter, and others talked with them. Slowly their talk turned from.for me what a shirt was for her. In the final analysis, no one had
forced people to wear shirts, but."Ged," he said. He bowed his head. After a while he looked up and asked, "Will you take my name from me?".The winter passed by, and
the cold early spring, and with the warm late spring came a letter from his mother, brought by a carter. Diamond read it and took it to Master Hemlock, saying, "My mother
wonders if I might spend a month at home this summer."."The girl flew away, lord," the man said unwillingly..because this was a man of power telling him what power was.
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