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sounds of a dead cop rising in vengeance behind him, Junior switched on the radio. He tuned in a station featuring a Top 40 countdown..Agnes prepared a dinner to indulge
him: hot dogs with cheese, potato chips. Root beer instead of milk.."After the quake," Edom said, "forty thousand people took refuge in a two-hundred-acre open area, a
military depot. A quake-related fire swept through so fast they were killed standing up, so tightly packed together they died as a solid mass of bodies.".Most likely, Reverend
White's ramblings were as greasy with sentiment and oily with irrational optimism as were his daughter's paintings, so Junior was in no hurry to learn the name of the radio
program or to write for a transcript of the sermon..She only half understood their frantic conversation, partly because the ability to concentrate was draining from her along
with her lifeblood, but also because she was distracted by Joey. He was no longer in the wreck, but standing at the open rear door of the ambulance..He was, admittedly,
surprised that Nurse Bressler was strongly compelled to come on to him even though she had read his patient file and knew that he'd recently been a veritable geyser of
noxious spew, that during the violent seizure in the ambulance, he had also lost control of bladder and bowels, and that he might at any moment suffer an explosive relapse.
This was a remarkable testament to the animal lust he inspired even without trying, to the powerful male magnetism that was as much a part of him as his thick blond
hair.."Maria brought that from Mexico," Barty said. "She thought it was pretty funny. So do I. It's a hoot. Mom says it isn't really blasphemous, because it wasn't meant to be
by the people who made it, and because Jesus would want you to have cookies, and, besides, it reminds us to be thankful for all the good things we get.".During the first
months, the journeys were eight or ten miles: along the shoreline north and south of Bright Beach, and inland to the desert beyond the hills. He left home and returned the
same day..Heedless of the rules of standard police procedure, Tom raced to the doorway, crossed the threshold, and saw Barty throw a can of soda at the shaved head
and pocked face of a transformed Enoch Cain..In July 1967, at two and a half, he finally contracted his first cold, an off-season virus with a mean bite. His throat was sore,
but he didn't fuss or even complain. He swallowed his medicine without resistance, and though he rested occasionally, he played with toys and paged through picture books
with as much pleasure as ever..As the storm failed to dampen Joey, so the rotating red-and-white beacons on the surrounding police vehicles did not touch him. The.She bit
her lower lip, held her breath, repressed the sob that sought release, and said, "I know.".As mentally demanding and stressful as it was to maintain this borrowed sight, the
harder thing was looking once more upon her face, after all these years of blindness, only to see her gaunt, so pale. The vital, lovely woman whose image he had guarded
so vigilantly in memory would be nudged aside hereafter by this withered version..So runs the water away..Someone she had known. Someone Celestina, too, might know.
He lived in or around Spruce Hills, because Phimie had considered him still to be a threat..Junior had walked along the big show windows, studying the two White paintings
displayed to passersby, appalled by their beauty, when suddenly the door had opened and a gallery employee had invited him to come in. No printed invitation needed, no
cool test to pass, no bouncers keeping the gate. Such easy accessibility served as proof, if you needed it, that this was not real art.."Then you have a big advantage, and
you'll have to tell us all about yourselves," Agnes said. "I'll get the coffee brewing ... unless you'd like to help.".She thought that she already knew all about humility, about
the necessity of it, about the power of it to bring peace of mind and to heal the heart, but in the following few minutes, she learned more about humility than she had ever
known before..A blood test might prove that Junior was the father. Accusations might sooner or later be made against him by bitter and hate-filled members of her family,
perhaps not even with the hope of sending him to prison, but solely for the purpose of getting their bands on a sizable pan of his fortune, in the form of child support..Nolly
shook his head, setting a cotillion of warts and moles adance on his pendulous cheeks. "Ask any adoptee who, as an adult, has tried to team the names of his real parents.
Easier to drag a freight train up a mountain by your teeth.".Considering his formidable size, his clothes ought to have served an image of virile masculinity: boots, jeans, red
flannel shirt. His ducked head, slumped posture, and shuffling feet were reminders, however, that many young boys, too, dressed this way.."I don't ... don't understand."
Blinking sleepily, pretending to be still thickheaded from tranquilizers and whatever other drugs they were dripping into his veins, Junior was pleased by the note of
perplexity in his hoarse voice, although he knew that even an Oscar-caliber performance would not win over this critic.."Dr. Lipscomb delivered the baby like two minutes
ago. The afterbirth hasn't even been removed yet," the nurse informed her..Exactly. The shock. The devastating loss. Junior felt it now, anew, and was afraid he might
betray himself with tears, although he seemed to be done with vomiting..Into the autumn of 1967, Junior reviewed hundreds of thousands of phone listings, and occasionally
he located a rare Bartholomew. In San Rafael or Marinwood. In Greenbrae or San Anselmo. Located and investigated and cleared them of any connection with Seraphim
White's bastard baby..One manly woman. Several womanly men. But no blocky figure that could have been the crazed cop even in disguise..Shuddering with dread, he
placed one hand against the door and slowly pushed it open..Agnes discovered, from her research, that among child prodigies, Barty was not a wonder of wonders. Some
math whizzes were absorbed by algebra and even by geometry before their third birthdays. Jascha Heifetz, became an accomplished violinist at three, and by six, he
played the concertos of Mendelssohn and Tchaikovsky; Ida Haendel performed them when she was five..According to the cards, Barty would be rich financially, but also in
talent, spirit, intellect. Rich in courage and honor, Maria promised. With a wealth of common sense, good judgment, and luck..After coffee had been served, when Celestina
and Wally were no longer the center of attention, he indicated the array of desserts with his fork, smiled, and said, "I just want you to know, Celie, that these are sweets
enough until we're married.".The report on the tower forced Junior to consider his mortality; fear, hurt, and self-pity roiled in him. His voice trembled with offense: "You do
know, Mr. Magusson, what happened to my Naomi was an.At last he said, "And there he is, hands in front of his face, quarters bouncing off him, these kids and this old lady
scrambling around him to snare some change.".In addition to mulling over strategy, Tom had spent a lot of time lately brooding about culpability: his own, not Cain's. By
seizing on the name that he heard Cain speak in a dream, by making use of it in this psychological warfare, had he been the architect of the killer's Bartholomew obsession,
or if not the architect, then at least an assisting.Their evenings together were comfortable bliss, though usually they just watched television, or he read to her. She enjoyed
being read to: mostly historical novels and occasional mysteries..Eventually Agnes came to suspect that for all the pleasure the boy took in math and for all his aptitude with
numbers, his greatest gift and his deepest passion lay elsewhere. He was finding his way toward a destiny both more astonishing and stranger than the lives of any of the
many prodigies about whom she'd read..Room to room through the upstairs. Checking closets. Behind furniture. Bathrooms. In Paul's private spaces. No Cain..Agnes could
not bear to watch Maria sewing. The light no longer stung, but her new future,.The runt was so out of proportion to his office furniture that he appeared to be a bug perched
in the giant leather executive chair, which itself looked like the maw of a Venus's--flytrap about to swallow him for lunch. He allowed such a lengthy silence to follow Junior's
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question that by the time he answered, his reply was superfluous..Adding new growth to his forest of frustration, Tom got up from the study desk, fetched the newspaper
from the front doorstep, and went to the kitchen to make his morning coffee. He boiled up a pot of strong brew and sat down at the knotty-pine table with a steaming mug
full of black and sugarless solace..White's paintings, which Junior found naive, dull, and insipid in the extreme. She imbued her work with all the qualities that real artists
disdained: realistic detail, storytelling, beauty, optimism, and even charm..Golden lamplight gilded the front windows downstairs. He would sit with Victoria on the living-room
sofa, sipping wine as they got to know each other. She might tell him to call her Vicky, and maybe he'd ask her to call him Eenie, the affectionate name Naomi had given
him when he wouldn't tolerate Enoch. Soon, they would be necking like two crazy kids. Junior would disrobe her on the sofa, caressing her smooth pliant body, her skin
buttery in the lamplight, and then he would carry her, naked, to the dark bedroom upstairs..THIS IS THE FIRST PAGE of the Book of the Dark, written some six hundred
years ago in Berila, on Enlad:.Suddenly she realized-Good Lord!-that someone else had a had inside her, up the very center of her, massaging her uterus in the same lazy
pattern as that made by the piece of melting ice on her belly..This saving spirit retreated, and in his place came a young paramedic in a black-and-yellow rain slicker over
hospital whites. "Just want to be sure there's no spinal injury before we move you. Can you squeeze my hands?".Music played within. An up-tempo number. Possibly swing.
He couldn't quite identify the tune.."You're the one who said your cold's just here. Maybe it stays in the kitchen, hoping it'll get a piece of pie.".When Frieda finished retching
and passed out in a heap, Junior left her on the floor and immediately set out to explore her rooms..In the car again, a block from home, Barty said, "Maybe you could just
not tell Uncle Edom and Uncle Jacob until Sunday night. They won't handle it real well. You know?"."At home," Otter said. It wasn't a lie. He did have a pouch at home. He
kept his fine-work tools and his bubble level in it. And he wasn't altogether lying about the wind. Several times he had managed to bring a bit of magewind into the sail of a
boat, though he had no idea how to combat or control a storm, as a ship's weatherworker must do. But he thought he'd rather drown in a gale than be murdered in this
hole..A smoldering cigarette, usually dangling aslant from one corner of a hard mouth set in a cynical sneer, was standard issue for tough-guy gumshoes, but Nolly didn't
smoke. His failure to develop this bad habit resulted in a less satisfyingly murky atmosphere than the clients of a private dick might expect..The quarter, surely. The one that
had not been in his robe pocket where it should have been, the previous Friday..FOR THE BETTER PART of a week, on doctor's orders, Agnes avoided stairs. She took
sponge baths in the ground-floor powder room and slept in the parlor, on a sofa bed, with Barty nearby in a bassinet..Memory of the Spartan decor of Thomas Vanadium's
house lingered with Junior, and he addressed his living space with the detective's style in mind. He installed a minimum of furniture, though all new and of higher quality
than the junk in Vanadium's residence: sleek, modem, Danish-pecan wood and nappy oatmeal-colored upholstery..Agnes was grateful for the speed with which these
arrangements were made, but she was also disturbed. Chan's expeditious management of Barty's case resulted in part from his friendship with Joshua, but an urgency
arose, as well, during his examination of the boy, from a suspicion that he remained reluctant to put into words. Dr. Morley Schurr, the oncologist, who had offices in a
building near Hoag Hospital, proved to be tall and portly, although otherwise much like Franklin Chan: kind, calm, and confident.."I only told you about that," said Grace,
"because it was a very handsome shirt, and I thought you might want to get one for Wally.".Finally: "A trial lawyer, whether specializing in criminal or civil matters, is like an
actor, Mr. Cain. He must believe deeply in his role, in the truth of his portrayal, if he's to be convincing. I always believe in the innocence of my clients in order to achieve the
best possible settlement for them.".Although only half the stools at the counter were occupied, and none of those close to Junior, customers were seated in most of the
booths. Some had their backs to him, and three were about Vanadium's size..His homely face was long and narrow, as though pulled into that shape by the weight of his
responsibilities. In other circumstances, however, his generous mouth might have shaped an appealing smile; and his green eyes had in them the compassion of someone
who himself had known great loss..Those spike-sharp eyes, - tenpenny gray, nailed Junior to the bed, pinning him for scrutiny..Once he had toured the exhibition, managing
not to shudder openly, he tried to hang out within hearing distance of Celestina White, but without appearing to be listening with special intensity..Finally Angel dropped and
slithered, vanishing under the overhanging bedclothes with a final flurry of yellow socks..Had Kathleen Klerkle been a man, she would have enjoyed larger quarters in a
newer building in a better part of town. She was more gentle and respectful of the patient's comfort than any male dentist Nolly had ever known, but prejudice hampered
women in her profession..Junior was pleasantly surprised by his flexibility and by his audacity. He was, indeed, a new man, a daring adventurer, and by the day he grew
more formidable..Instinctively, he knew he should not give massages to Negroes. He sensed that somehow he would be physically or morally polluted by this contact..she'd
crossed herself during Edom's rant about the Tri-State Tornado of 1925. Then, she'd been warding off bad fortune; now, with a smile and a look of wonder, she was
acknowledging the grace of God, which, according to the cards, had been settled generously on Bartholomew..To the window in the driver's door, Barty came with a
repertoire of comic expressions, mugging at his mother, sticking one finger up his nose and exaggeratedly boring with it as though exploring for nasal nuggets. "Not scary,
Mommy!".Wait here in the car. Give them time to settle down. At this hour, they would put the kid to bed first. Then Ichabod and Celestina would go to their room, undress
for the night..Her shaking threatened her composure. She was Barty's mother and father, his only rock, and she must always be strong for him. She clenched her teeth and
tensed her body and gradually quieted the tremors by an act of will..Barty grinned mischievously. "One of the places we visited today. Some big kids. They saw this scary
movie, said they had to wash their shorts after.".He was able to search five pages at a sitting before his head began to ache. He'd been putting in two sessions each day,
starting this past Tuesday. Four thousand names a day. Sixteen thousand total when he finished the fifth of this evening's pages..Barty's math and reading skills exceeded
those of most eighteen year-olds, but regardless of his brilliance, he was a few days shy of his third birthday. Prodigies were not necessarily as emotionally mature as they
were intellectually developed, but Barty listened with sober attention, asked questions, and then sat in silence, staring at the book in his hands, with neither tears nor
apparent fear..An outrageously sexy redhead hit on him as he selected from an array of bomb-shaped canapes on a tray held by a waiter dressed as a ragged and
soot-smeared blast survivor. Myrtle, the redhead, preferred to be called Scamp, which Junior entirely understood. She wore a DayGlo green miniskirt, a spray-on white
sweater, and a green beret..Kathleen savored her martini. "Mmmm ... as cold as a hit man's heart and as crisp as a hundred-dollar bill from the devil's wallet.".Then from
San Francisco International, through the fog-shrouded streets of the night city, to St. Mary's, to Room 724. And to the discovery that Phimie's blood pressure was so
high-210 over 126-that she was in a hypertensive crisis, at risk of a stroke, renal failure, and other life-threatening complications..Vanadium flipped the quarter straight into
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the air and at once spread his arms, palms turned up to show that his hands were empty..Blue fire flashed across the top of the range and followed drips down the
baked-enamel front to the floor. Blue flared to yellow, and the yellow darkened when the blaze found the cadaver..Startled, he braked to a halt. Agnes didn't say anything
until Joey had taken three or four deep,.a deeply troubled John Wayne while the delightful David Niven floated along overhead in a basket suspended from a huge, colorful
hot-air balloon..When the two vertical panes of the casement window were still less than seven inches apart, they stuttered. The mechanism produced a dismal grinding
rasp that sounded like a guttural pronunciation of the problem itself, c-c-c-corrosion, and seized up.."I was once doubting Thomas," said the detective, but not from beside
the bed any longer. His voice seemed to come from across the room, perhaps near the door, though he had made not a sound as he'd moved..Angel liked to perch
sideways with a drawing tablet in the window seat in Barty's room, look out at the oak tree from the upper floor, and draw pictures inspired by things she heard in whatever
book he was currently listening to. Everyone said she was a pretty good artist for a three-year-old, and Barty wished he could see how good she was. He wished he could
see Angel, too, just once..Tom Vanadium merely arched one eyebrow, as if to say that more than a single answer ought to be obvious.."Sometimes it's sad here, Mommy.
But it's not sad every place you are. Lots of places, Daddy's with you and me, and we're happier, and everything's okay."."It's easy to see you as a cop," Kathleen said. All
the whacks, pops, and worm buckets just trip off your tongue, so to speak. But it takes some effort to remember you're a priest, too.".When Agnes woke at 1:50 A.M., she
was in the grip of a vague apprehension for which she couldn't identify a source..The paramedic pumped the inflation cuff of the sphygmomanometer, and Junior's blood
pressure was most likely high enough to induce a stroke, driven skyward by the thought that Naomi's love had been a lie..Vanadium couldn't know the whereabouts of the
quarter. Besides, even when he'd swung the lunch tray over Junior's lap, the detective hadn't been close enough to pick the pocket of the robe..DOWN SHE WENT,
abruptly and hard, with a clatter and thud, her natural grace deserting her in the fall, though she regained it in her posture of collapse..In the late-afternoon light, on this
Christmas Eve, Barty was no ghost, no illusion..Junior's attorney-Simon Magusson--insisted upon full disclosure of maintenance records and advisories relating to the fire
tower and to other forest-service structures for which the state and the county had sole or joint custodial responsibility. If a wrongful--death suit was filed, this information
would have to be divulged anyway during normal disclosure procedures prior to trial, and since maintenance logs and advisories were of public record, Hisscus and
Knacker and Nork agreed to provide what was requested..He had met her in a university adult-extension course tided "Increasing Self-Esteem Through Controlled
Screaming." Participants were taught to identify harmful repressed emotions and dissipate them through the authentic vocal imitations of a variety of animals..64 just a little
bit ago," the girl said. "I was sitting on the porch, having a Popsicle, and I just figured it out.".Opening his eyes, still not daring to meet Victoria's gaze, Junior knew she had
registered and properly interpreted his response to her seductive spooning. She had frozen, the utensil in midair, and her breath had caught in her throat. She was thrilled.
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