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imagine that all these many worlds are like stacked slices of Swiss cheese. Through some holes, you can see only the next slice. Through others, you see through two or
three or five slices before holes stop overlapping. There are little holes between stacked worlds, too, but they're constantly shifting, changing, second by second. And I can't
see them, really, but I have an uncanny feel for them. Watch closely.".In her features, the girl entirely resembled her mother. She was nothing whatsoever like Junior. Only
the light brown shade of her skin provided evidence that she hadn't been derived from Seraphim by parthenogenesis..Instinctively, he knew he should not give massages to
Negroes. He sensed that somehow he would be physically or morally polluted by this contact..Celestina, standing next to Agnes, put an arm around her waist, as perhaps
she had once been in the habit of doing with her sister..No one in Junior's circles seemed to care about the crisis in American music. He supposed he had a greater
awareness of injustice than did most people..She shook her head. "No way back." She pointed to the sketch pad on the floor. "I pushed him there.".Under a sullen afternoon
sky, in the winter-drab hills, the yellow-and-white station wagon was a bright arrow, drawn and fired not from a hunter's quiver but from that of a Samaritan..Although Junior
was free of the superstitions that Naomi, in her innocence and sentimentality, had embraced, he wept without pretense..Agnes hadn't asked him to keep his strange feat a
secret from his uncles. In truth, she had come home in such a curious state of mind that even as she'd worked with Jacob to prepare dinner and even as she'd overseen
Edom's setting of the table, she hesitated to tell them what had happened on the run from Joey's grave to the station wagon. She fluctuated between guarded euphoria and
fear bordering on panic, and she didn't trust herself to recount the experience until she had taken more time to absorb it..Tom would have edged to his right, away from
Edom, if Jacob hadn't flanked him. He remembered the odd comment that the more dour of the twins had made about the Bakersfield train wreck..KATHLEEN IN THE
candlelight, her ginger eyes a glimmer with images of the amber flame. Icy martinis, extra olives in a shallow white dish. Beyond the tableside window, the legendary bay
glimmered, too, darker and colder than Kathleen's eyes, and not a fraction as deep..Even as this news pleased Junior, it also saddened him. He was not merely interring a
lovely wife, but also his first child. He was burying his family..Above the wainscoting, the walls were Sheetrock, unlike the plaster elsewhere in the apartment. On one of
them, Enoch Cain had scrawled Bartholomew three times..Initially, lying drowsily in the sumptuous comfort of Pratesi cotton sheets with black silk piping, Junior assumed
that he was in a twilight state between wakefulness and sleep, and that the singing must be a lingering fragment of a dream. Although rising and falling, the voice remained
so faint that he didn't at once identify the tune, but when he recognized "Someone to Watch over Me," he sat up in bed and threw back the covers..Sudden rain spared her
the need to finish the sentence. A few fat drops drew both their faces to the sky, and even as they rose to their feet, this brief light paradiddle of sprinkles gave way to a
serious drumming..Eventually Agnes came to suspect that for all the pleasure the boy took in math and for all his aptitude with numbers, his greatest gift and his deepest
passion lay elsewhere. He was finding his way toward a destiny both more astonishing and stranger than the lives of any of the many prodigies about whom she'd read..As
instructed earlier by phone, Junior purchased a large box of Raisinettes and a box of Milk Duds at the refreshment stand, and then he sat in one of the last three rows in the
center section, eating the Milk Duds, grimacing at the sticky noises his shoes made when he moved them on the tacky floor, and waiting for Google to find him..Halos and
rainbows loomed in her memory, ominous as they had never been before..By the time all the details of mortuary and cemetery services were settled, Walter Panglo had a
nervous tic in his left cheek. His eyes were open wide, as if he'd been so startled that his lids froze in a position of ascension, locked by a spasm of surprise. His hands must
have grown clammy; he blotted them repeatedly on his suit..The strange barrage of lightning, putting an end to the rain rather than initiating it, had been a clue. The rapid
clearing of the sky-indicating a stiff wind at high altitudes, while stillness prevailed at ground level-a sudden plunge in the humidity, and an unseasonable warmth confirmed
the coming catastrophe..Forward, under the spreading black branches of the massive tree, receiving continuous green-tongued murmurs of encouragement from the
breeze-stirred leaves, Barty was Barty, determined and undaunted..A cold wind raised a haunting groan as it harried itself around and around in the bronze hollow of the
bell atop the church steeple, shook dead needles from the evergreens, and resisted Paul's progress with what seemed to be malicious intent. Miles ago, between the towns
of Brookings and Pistol River, he had decided that he wouldn't again walk this far north at this time of year, even if the guidebooks did claim that the Oregon coast was a
comparatively temperate zone in winter..This colored person's grave, however, was uphill of Naomi's. Over time, as the body decomposed up there, its juices would mix
with the soil. When rain saturated the ground, subsurface drainage would carry those juices steadily downslope, until they seeped into Naomi's grave 'let mingled with her
remains. This seemed highly inappropriate to Junior.
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